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About the artwork 
 
Each Egg A World is a participatory project, which aims to share the stories of 
over 40,000 people worldwide who have been affected by stillbirth. 
 
Information has been sent to stillbirth support groups and organisations around 
the world including the UK, Europe, US, Canada, South Africa, Australia and New 
Zealand to ask for their help. 
 
The artwork is based on a painting of the same name by artist Adinda van ’t 
Klooster, which contains 44,601 dots that together create patterns of human egg 
cells inside a larger egg shape. Each dot no matter how small represents a 
stillbirth and its story.  
 
In the online artwork each dot gives the potential for a couple or a mother or 
father to select a dot and name it after their baby. They can then also contribute 
a brief anonymous description of their experience and the emotions involved. For 
someone who suffered a stillbirth many years ago, this story might show a way 
through the difficult emotions and finding a way to live despite the loss; for 
someone who had a recent stillbirth this story might focus on the difficult 
emotions encountered in the immediate aftermath of a stillbirth. 
 
A named dot will turn red and once the statement has been reviewed it will be 
readable online when hovering over the named dot. Anybody, including people 
who have not directly experienced stillbirth, can view the statements and give 
feedback on the artwork.  

It is hoped that the artwork will help to break the taboo on stillbirth and make 
people feel slightly better equipped with understanding when they come across 
a stillbirth in their own community. 

The artwork also has a search function which allows the viewer to type in a word 
that they think might be one that will be repeatedly used (for example anger or 
sadness or love), and when they click the search icon all the dots where 
statements used this word will highlight. Once the artwork is more densely 
populated this will be a quick way to explore the range of emotions raised by a 
stillbirth. 

The definition of a stillbirth differs in different countries. The World Health 
Organisation recommends for international comparison that the definition is: a 
baby born with no signs of life at or after 28 weeks' gestation. However, the UK 
uses a cut off point of 24 weeks and in the United States the term stillbirth is used 
for the loss of a baby after 20 weeks of pregnancy. Stillbirth can be further 
classified as early (20-27 weeks), late (28-36 weeks) or term stillbirth (37 or more 
weeks of pregnancy). In this artwork, stillborn babies can be entered from 20 
weeks of pregnancy. 

It will also be possible to visit the artwork in three venues in the UK, in 
Manchester (St. Mary’s Hospital 10 Sept – 9 Oct 2020), London (Idea Store, 



	

	
	

	 	

Whitechapel 4th Nov – 5th Dec 2020) and Newcastle upon Tyne (Central Library 
dates (21st of May 2021 - 16th of June 2021). 

About the project team 
 
 
Adinda van ’t Klooster is an interdisciplinary artist who works with drawing, 
animation, sound, light, sculpture, virtual reality and live audiovisual performance.  
She has developed a range of responsive sound and light installations for city 
councils across the UK, and her work has been exhibited, performed and 
screened in China, the USA, Australia and Europe. Many of her works explore 
issues of life and death, fertility, the area where the body and technology overlap 
and the most effective combination of audio and visuals in time-based works. 
In 2010 Adinda gave birth to her first daughter, Elvira Elina who was stillborn. This 
triggered a new body of work on her personal experience of stillbirth. Over the 
years these works have moved from the personal to the political. Adinda initiated 
and project managed the Each Egg a World online artwork which she hopes will 
be not only a resource but also a call to action for governments to start 
addressing the global issue of stillbirth. 
Her works can be seen at: http://www.adindavantklooster.com/works.html 
 
 
Professor Alexander Heazell is the Director of the Tommy’s Stillbirth Research 
Centre in St Mary’s Hospital, Manchester and is a Consultant Obstetrician. Alex 
has co-ordinated a large public engagement project to enable parents to set the 
research agenda in stillbirth and was involved in Stillbirth Stories an oral archive 
of parents’ experiences of stillbirth to give information to parents and 
professionals to improve bereavement care. 
 
Toby Harris developed the code behind the Each Egg a World online artwork. He 
has twenty plus years of experience in coding on a variety of platforms. His other 
projects which often combine art, design and engineering can be found on 
http://tobyz.net	 

 
This project is supported by SANDS; their charity vision is for a world where 
fewer babies die and when a baby does die, anyone affected receives the best 
possible care and support for as long as needed. Sands supports research to find 
answers as to why babies die and drives improvements in maternity and 
neonatal care. SANDS provides support to bereaved parents through their 
national helpline, support groups, an online community and beautiful memory 
boxes. SANDS trains health care professionals to help them support bereaved 
parents in the most sensitive and helpful ways. 
 
 
Funders 
 
This project has been predominantly funded by the Arts Council England, and 
has received a Wellcome Institutional Strategic Support Fund award through the 
University of Manchester and a GX grant funded by ERDF. Further support has 



	

	
	

	 	

been received from the crowdfunders, the Alnmouth Arts Festival Committee,	
Northern Print, New Writing North, Newcastle City Library, the Idea Store 
Whitechapel, Digitalab and the National Institute for Health Research. 

How stillbirth organisations & support groups can help: 
 
 
We would ask you to consider which of the following you could do to help us 
spread the world and reach our target of 44,061 participants. We truly believe 
that if we could get this number of people worldwide who have experienced a 
stillbirth, to name their dot and share their stories, Each Egg A World would 
become an amazing and important resource which will both offer support and 
comfort to those affected and serve as an important educational tool to help 
others understand the emotions and realities of how stillbirth affects individuals 
and families. 
 
Ways that you can help include: 
 
 

• Sharing our posts from the Adinda van ’t Klooster Facebook page:	
https://www.facebook.com/AdindavantKprojects/ 
 

• Creating Facebook posts of your own for your page (sample post text is 
included in this pack along with a social graphic) 

 
• Sharing and creating posts on twitter (A. van ‘t Klooster @18_adinda) 

 
• Including information in any newsletters you have scheduled to go out in 

May/ June/July (sample article is include in this pack along with an image) 
 

• Including an article or news item on your website (sample article is 
included in the pack) 

 
We hope by providing you with all the information, sample posts and images that 
this will make it quick and easy for you to support the project. 
 
 
Images of the artworks from the Still Born project including a high resolution 
image of the Each Egg a World artwork can be downloaded from: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/l82teg5q5ptfe4u/AADQ3NZaHY0Duo9IBXJypJKla?dl=0  
A credit list is included for full information of the titles and dates of the artworks. 
 
A video from 2017 of the artist speaking about some of the Still Born artworks can 
be found here: https://vimeo.com/237189360 
 
 
  



	

	
	

	 	

Sample article 
 
 
 
The innovative online artwork Each Egg a World has just gone live. It aims to both offer 
an emotional outlet for those who have experienced a stillbirth and to serve as a 
resource for the wider population to become more aware of the emotional effects and 
the impact that stillbirth can have on individuals and families. 
 
The artist, Adinda van ’t Klooster has personal experience of stillbirth, having lost her first 
daughter, Elvira Elina in 2010 at 41 and a half weeks due to placenta insufficiency. 
 
Since then she has created several artworks related to her experience and her new 
online project, Each Egg A World is the latest piece to explore the theme, as part of her 
mission to develop further understanding of stillbirth and break the taboo that shrouds it. 
 
Adinda explains: 
 
“From personal experience, I can say that suffering stillbirth is a heartbreaking and lonely 
experience. There is still a tremendous taboo surrounding stillbirth which can lead to 
isolation on top of the grief. I want to create work which helps to break this taboo so that in 
the future fewer people will have to suffer such tragedies or when they way do they will 
encounter more empathy from their communities”. 
 
The online artwork is based on the Each Egg a World painting made by Adinda van ’t 
Klooster in 2017. It contains 44,061 dots that together create patterns of human female 
egg cells inside a larger egg shape. Each dot represents a stillbirth and all that that 
entails.  

In the online version of the artwork it is possible to select one of the dots and name it 
after a stillborn baby; this can be done by either the mother or the father of the baby or 
by both parents together. The participant(s) can then write a brief (up to 250 words) 
anonymous description of their experience of stillbirth and related emotions. A named 
dot will turn red and once the statement has been reviewed it will be readable online 
when hovering over or clicking the named dot.  

Anybody, including people who have not directly experienced stillbirth, can view the 
statements and give feedback on the artwork. It is hoped that the artwork will help to 
break the taboo on stillbirth and make people feel slightly better equipped with 
understanding when they come across a stillbirth in their own surroundings. 

As well as being available online, the artwork can be visited in three physical locations in 
the UK this autumn and winter, in London and Manchester and in Newcastle upon Tyne 
in May/June 2021. 
 
To take part in the artwork visit https://stillbornproject.org.uk/eacheggaworld/ 
  
 
  



	

	
	

	 	

Sample Social Media Post 
 
An innovative online artwork, Each Egg A World, is allowing those who have been 
affected by stillbirth to include their child’s name and the story of their stillbirth within 
the artwork itself, which can then be viewed globally. 
 
This participatory artwork by artist Adinda van ’t Klooster, who lost her daughter Elvira 
Elina in 2010 at 41 and a half weeks, is made up of thousands of dots, each of which will 
have a baby’s name and story attached to it. As each dot is claimed, visitors to the 
artwork will be able to click on the dot and read the name and story of each baby, their 
birth and the emotions around it.  
 
With 44,061 dots in total, it is expected that the artwork, which will have contributions 
from all over the world, will serve as impactful record and reminder of all of these losses 
and as a way of educating the wider world about the way stillbirth affects individuals 
and their families. 
 
If you would like to participate and claim a dot for your child, please visit the artwork at: 
https://stillbornproject.org.uk/eacheggaworld/ 
 


